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                 Remembrance Day Assembly
        On Friday November 11th, an assembly will be held 
  at 10:30 a.m. in the gym.    Parents are welcome to attend.  
Please send a small donation to purchase a poppy.    Thank you.  
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Halloween Fun

We would like to thank our School Council for preparing and operating a very successful 
Halloween Costume Picture Day!  Our students and staff had a wonderful time getting their picture 
taken individually and with their class. The event helped raise funds for the School Council to 
support learning at our school and was a great way for students to show off their costumes and 
have a little fun!

We also would like to thank all staff members for organizing a fantastic Halloween Costume 
School Parade.  All of our students just loved being able to walk throughout the school in their 
Halloween costume so everyone could see how great (and scary) they looked.  

Zones of Regulation
Below is a poster that describes each of the Zones of Regulation.  Each one of us will 
move through each of these zones at given times of the day.  The key is to recognize 
which zone one is in, especially when interacting with others or working on a task, and 
identifying ways to regulate oneself in order to remain mainly in the optimal zone for 
learning and growth - the Green Zone.  Please visit the following site to learn more about 
the Zones. www.zonesofregulation.com

Single Use Plastic Cutlery      Reusable Cutlery

      No Thank You               Yes Please!

Ross Doan would like to join the Lunch Lady’s eco initiative to reduce the amount of 
plastic cutlery that ends up in our landfill site

 
Plastic cutlery is very difficult to recycle and it takes a lot of energy and water to create.  Millions of barrels of oil are 
used every year in manufacturing plastic bags and utensils.  This plays a significant role in climate change. 
 

Students are urged to bring reusable cutlery for their lunches every day.   In addition, the school will soon eliminate 
the plastic cutlery provided to students who do not bring it from home.  
 
The above reusable cutlery is available at Amazon.ca
https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/B01FSDQUH0/ref=ox_sc_sfl_title_1?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=A1ACY7R
5898D3X

http://www.zonesofregulation.com/
https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/B01FSDQUH0/ref=ox_sc_sfl_title_1?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=A1ACY7R5898D3X
https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/B01FSDQUH0/ref=ox_sc_sfl_title_1?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=A1ACY7R5898D3X
https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/B01FSDQUH0/ref=ox_sc_sfl_title_1?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=A1ACY7R5898D3X
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Keep on Reading!

Daily reading is critical to the academic growth and 
development of our students.  We encourage you to 
find time to read with your child.  You may choose to 
read a book together, listen to your child read, or read aloud a book 
yourself while your child listens and engages with you.  Model the use of 
expression and interest in the story.  Ask questions to probe your child’s 
thinking and demonstrate your enjoyment for reading.

Some great sites to find free online books:

http://www.wegivebooks.org/
 

http://www.storylineonline.net/

School Improvement Planning

On October 28 PA day, our staff had the opportunity to work on plans to 
increase overall student achievement.  Our School Improvement Plan is a 
plan to help support student and educator learning over the year.  This 
plan falls in line with the Board Improvement Plan for Student 
Achievement and its foci: Mathematics, Modern Learning, and Mental 
Health.

During our PA Day, one of the things we did was  to analyze our students 
Math scores in order to better assess where students needs are and 
begin to develop strategies to support them.  Over the year we will 
continue to assess all student needs in relation to our school context and 
the Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement in order to create 
conditions for increased student and staff learning.

http://www.wegivebooks.org/
http://www.wegivebooks.org/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.storylineonline.net/


Milk Bags

We have collected 282 milk bags!!!  
Thank you for making this initiative a huge success. 
Please continue to bring in your clean milk bags and 
let’s try to get 420 milk bags so that we could make a sleeping mat. 
Thank you!

Dress for the Cold Weather
 
As the cold weather continues, it is imperative to ensure that you send 
your child to school dressed to remain outside for our 2 recesses: 30 minutes 
in the morning and 40 minutes during the lunch/recess.  All students from Kindergarten 
to Grade 3 are expected to go out for every recess unless the administration decides that 
weather conditions are so poor that it would be detrimental to them to be outdoors.  
We always monitor the weather and, in extreme conditions e.g. wind chill; we keep the 
students indoors or shorten the recess breaks.
It is recommended that the students have extra clothing (especially socks and pants) at 
school.  A change is often necessary  due to the wet and cold weather of the winter months. 
Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable time. 
 
To avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found, 
please be sure to label all articles of clothing

JUNGLESPORT INC. IS COMING TO ROSS DOAN P.S 
NOVEMBER 14 to 18!!!

Junglesport. Inc. climbing and adventure programs are once again setting up their 
amazing climbing and challenge course structure in our gym for all classes to use at 
NO CHARGE TO PARENTS/STUDENTS.  All that is required is for parents to FILL OUT THE 
CONSENT FORM that was sent home with your child(ren) and return it to school by 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 4th.  The philosophy behind their program is 

S.A.F.E - Safe, Active, Fun, Educational. 
All students will have at least two opportunities to visit the climbing structure in our 
gymnasium, under the supervision of their teacher(s) and the Junglesport staff. 

 Please visit junglesport.ca for more information.  
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You are a math teacher!
 We all know that reading with a child helps literacy skills, and that playing sports in the backyard teaches the value of 
teamwork and being physically active. But where are the life lessons for mathematics?
 
The truth is that we all use mathematics many times each day, but often don’t realize it. From trips to the 
grocery store to swinging in a hammock, math is part of our daily lives. Don’t underestimate your own math 
skills. You can help your child
learn math!

 
“You are their idol. They look up to you. They don’t do a good job listening to you, but they do a fantastic job imitating 
you.” – Karl Subban, retired Toronto school principal and father of three NHL hockey players (P.K., Malcolm and 
Justin)

Math in everyday life
 
It is important to help children recognize that everyone uses math all the time. Here are tips to help 
your child have a positive attitude about mathematics.

 
Make learning math a positive experience. Don’t talk negatively about math to your child—it can 

lead to “math anxiety” (a proven cause of low achievement).
 
Schedule math homework at the same time in a quiet location every day. Be available during this 

period to talk with your child. Create a math home-work toolkit with pencils, erasers, ruler, 
protractor, graph paper, counters (beads or beans) and a calculator.

 
When helping with homework, follow the method being taught. Don’t teach short cuts that could 

confuse your child. Do not say, “Let me show you my way – it’s simpler and faster.”
 
Be relaxed and positive. You are not expected to be an expert. You are there to encourage 

learning.
 
If your child becomes frustrated, stop. Remind him of things that he has already learned how to do 

successfully, such as riding a bicycle, writing a paragraph or speaking a second language.
 
Ask your child’s teacher for strategies to use at home that reflect your child’s learning style. If your 

child asks for help and you do not know the answer, be honest and say, “I don’t know, but let’s 
figure it out together.” If you continue to be unsuccessful, you can also ask your child’s teacher 
for help. This gives your child permission to ask for help as well.
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www.razkids.ca
user name and 
password:Ask your teacher

www.starfall.ca www.ixl.com
-Go to your grade
-20 quest. per day

Magnetic Alphabet

www.tumblebooks.ca
user name: rossdoan
password:  books

Leap Frog Videos
https://goo.gl/Z3ZWCt

 Math Bingo Word Bingo

Visit the public library and 
borrow books of interest to 
the child.

-playing “I spy” while at 
home or out in the 
community (ie. I spy 
something that begins 
with “st”)

Count, Sort, Match Tracing ABCs

Environmental Print including 
reading labels on cereal boxes 
and other items, reading road 
signs (take pictures or cut 
them out and collect them to 
read together)

-painting letters with 
water on pavement or on 
wall or in bathtub with 
shaving cream or soap

Hungry Fish ABC Magic Phonics

National Geographic Kids
http://goo.gl/2OfiF 

-make letters using 
playdough, sand or flour 
on a cookie sheet, pipe 
cleaners, string, dry pasta, 
etc.

Math is Fun Starfall

Mee Genius
http://goo.gl/RfLEnv 

We Give Books
http://goo.gl/Dq5tI

-magnetic letters
-sort them 

Splash Math Super Why ABC Adventure

Resources for Parents
  
 Reading           Letters/Blends              Math                Apps

http://www.razkids.ca
http://www.razkids.ca
http://www.starfall.ca
http://www.starfall.ca
http://www.ixl.com
http://www.ixl.com
http://www.tumblebooks.ca
http://www.tumblebooks.ca
https://goo.gl/Z3ZWCt
https://goo.gl/Z3ZWCt
http://goo.gl/2OfiF
http://goo.gl/2OfiF
http://goo.gl/RfLEnv
http://goo.gl/RfLEnv
http://goo.gl/Dq5tI
http://goo.gl/Dq5tI


Halloween & Anaphylaxis 

This is traditionally one of the most dangerous 
times of the year for children who are 
anaphylactic.  Many candies and treats, 
especially the small chocolate bars that the 
children receive during Trick or Treating 
contain peanuts and other nuts.

By all means allow your children to enjoy all 
their treats at home.  However, we would ask 
all parents and students to be even more 
vigilant when selecting which treats to bring to 
school.  This situation has to be taken 
seriously and the support of all parents and 
students to date has been phenomenal. It is 
also important that students don’t trade treats 
with each other.  Your continued support of 
student safety is greatly appreciated.

Lost and Found

Our Lost and Found box is 
located in the grade 2-3 
hallway near the gym.  If you 
are missing items, please 
sign in to our office and take 
a look there.  It  is a good 
idea to put your child’s name 
on their clothing so we can 
attempt to return the item to 
the correct student.  Thank 
you.

Safe Walking Tips

We encourage our community to walk to school in order to support our 
healthy schools initiative and to reduce congestion in our parking lot.  Here 
are some walking tips:
-Always make eye contact with drivers before you cross the street.  -Always 
cross when the traffic has come to a complete stop Always cross the street at 
crosswalks Always stand away from the road when you are waiting for traffic 
to stop 
-Always STOP, LOOK and LISREN before crossing 
-Always look both ways before you cross the street — look LEFT, RIGHT and 
LEFT again to make sure no cars are coming
-Always WALK across the street DO NOT RUN
-Avoid texting, listening to music/wearing ear phones or using a cell phone



Lunch Drop Off

We have provided a shelving unit just outside the office for 
lunch and snack drop off.  Please ensure that your child’s 
name and their teacher’s name are clearly marked on their 
lunch bag.   
Students will be responsible for coming down to get their lunch 
when the bell rings. 

News from our Healthy Schools Committee



Mark Your Calendars
Join us at our monthly meetings.

● Monday, November 14
● Wednesday, January 11
● Tuesday, February 7
● Thursday, March 2
● Monday, April 3
● Wednesday, May 10
● Tuesday, June 13

All meetings are in the 
Ross Doan Public School Library - 6:30 
PM - 8:00 PM 

FREE Babysitting is available 

School Council Update

2016-17 Council Members
Laura Freeman -Co-Chair

Ora Goldin-Co-Chair
Karen Gaston-Vice Chair

Shweta Minhas-Treasurer
Jen Giffen-Secretary

Senay Temiz-Fundraising Chair
Angela Spadafora  -Parent Repr
Feresteh Khanzadeh-Parent Rep

Ana Bernstein-Parent Rep
Tammy Mitchell-Miner-Parent Repr
Tracy Mitchell-Neville-Parent Rep

Stephanie Roll-Community Partner
Leon Barton-Principal

Stephanie Signer-Teacher Rep

School Council Update 

Upcoming Pizza lunches:
Fri. Nov. 4 & Fri. Nov. 18
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Your Contributions at Work
The RDPS community is raising money!  Here is where 

some of that money went last month:

$2250 - Jungle Sport
$2000 - School Arts Programs

$275 - Lice Checking

Volunteers needed for lunch & other council 
programs!

Council sponsored programs run thanks to parent 
volunteers.  

Council is currently looking for interested volunteers to 
help run these programs.  

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
 For additional information, please contact:

Laura Freeman - lauranerdette@gmail.com
Ora Goldin - ora@livingrhythm.ca

Senay Temiz - sstemiz@hotmail.com

Tired of losing clothing?  Want winter hats, mitts,and coats 
to come home?!

We have set up a deal with both Mabels labels and 
Oliver's labels - these companies make labels to put on 

clothing, lunch boxes, anything!

For Mabel’s labels, go to - mabelslabels.com then click 
search a fundraiser and look up our school (Ross Doan 

public school Richmond Hill).  

For Oliver's labels go to - 
http://www.oliverslabels.com/Rossdoan. 

http://bit.ly/rdlunch
http://bit.ly/rdlunch
https://mabelslabels.com/
http://www.oliverslabels.com/Rossdoan
http://www.oliverslabels.com/Rossdoan
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1.
 

2. 3. 4.   
Pizza
Day
 
Photo
Day

7. 8.
Ms.Signer’s class
To Heritage 
School House

9. 10. 11. 

14.      6:30 
School Council

Meeting

15. 16. 17. 18.  Pizza 
        Day

21. 22.

Report cards
Go home

23.

Anti-bullying
Puppet shows 

24.

Parent-Teacher
Interviews in
evening

25.  P.A. Day
(no school)

Parent-Teacher
Interviews 

28. 29. 30.  

NOVEMBER

A reminder to please remember to send in snacks for your child 
on pizza days.
Also, please ensure your child has appropriate outdoor clothing.  
An extra pair of socks and gloves in their knapsack are also 
helpful on those wet days.

JUNGLE SPORT 


